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\re the Schools and CoDegea of the 
Teaching About the United Natii 


To obtain in formal ran far tha fallowing, report, inquiries ware ad- 
divasad to chief State school officers in all the States and Terri tor ire 
a*inf their eooperatioo in gathering information cm the subject from 
the schools at all fort la of instruction. Similar fatten wen sent to 
prtrato in^Hdk aa At tbs request rf departments of instruction, 
ipprodimately 1,000 additional iftqniriaa wars iaaoed from Washington, ' 
w ^*fa wras State, county, and district Superintendents distributed 
d u p lica tes *hair inquiries to spools under their au£boritjS 

^ fatte r or b y personal inter view- with tbs U. S, 
far UNESCO, tad with offic e rs of national 
aa tfai Fwpi Wiry Amoeiatioo, the 56 local 
Counoifc an World AMn, American Assooiation far the United 
Nations, Dfutnmt of fl npa rnnm Tssehan of ths National Educa- 
tion Arenniitimi, and tha United States Committee far the United 
IfeHnm, . ' 

Tha following report, based on a refaction at information received 
fare States and Tsmtoosa and many of tire organisations mam*d 
tbof, fires a profile of what it beta* teegt* about the United Nations 
in tha United States jost 10 ymn afar ths organisation gum into 


What la Being Taught and How 


Tfat awartocm of the United Nations and its many activities fa 
aiKpMtionsHy growing among the children and youth of oar Nation 
fa indicated hi (quits reoaivsd fare aohoofa, college*, and church, 
ao^ri and ooming nity gronpe of afam s l as wy tfaan riptwy AocoobU 
°* hew ywiag people arebeing taught aboot Ban's lateat effort to 

T dedicated to the 


of mankind fa aD parts of tfaa world here come fare virtually every 

of tfa Un^ Stafa «id tha Tarrttorire. Tfasre reports vary 

l datei^ fat they point to an increasing aiort to awaksn 

in oar | * * * — - 

<f the wear Id arid# fanBntfaaa of 
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A paragraph from a report, WpHd A fairs Education m the Primary 
and Secondary Schools , received from the University of Wisconsin eo 
well describes the situation in iDany States with regard to teething 
about the United Nations that it may serve as a fitting preface to 
the description of selected methods and techniques used is pubBc 
schools throughout our country. 


Under the Wisconsin ayatvm of public education, local districts pnnnono a 
ire*t deal of auUmoi&y. There la, e. no uniform textbook adoption for 
the State aa a whole. Various comaai^lty dretunstaoeao determine the 
choice of curriculum materials and, of coarse, the unique personality of 
each teacher inevitably I nfloenc aa the manner In which subjects are preseatod 
to the atodente. This decentralised nature of education is Wiacooain 
It extreme ly difficult to mate as? gener al atataaneota . . , 


At the Elementary Level 

In the elementary schools, teaching about the United Nations k 
frequently tied up with the observance of United Nations Iky and 
United Nations Week, although it is by no i mam anefirted to this 
time of year. Many devices are used to bring home to even the 
youngest children an idea of the diverse nature of tiki world and its 
people, and for this purpose stories, posters, pictures, charts, maps, 
and globes are employed in a variety of ways. For example: 

r te 

Alabarrut 


Fourth-grade pupils in an Alabama school in 1955 *xnade a large ' 
United Nations bulletin board during the week of October 17. We 
placed a large world map above the bulletin board, ft*” placed on 
it one cur more tilings such as beads, purses, money, etc, that cam* from 
the countries that are members of the United Nations. We ran a 
ribbon from each country to the board. We made a brief etndy of the 
different countries, than gave reports.” In the fifth and sixth grades 
of the same school each child ehcae a eetSffry and Ite Hag, flaw 
reported to the dam on interesting teds about the country selected. 
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Definite unite in American History and Civics are devoted to the 
United Nations in the elementary grades of Abakan schools. 


Arixxma 


The public ekmeotafy schools In Bisbee, Arte, teach stent 
United Nations, its organisation, bow it operates, what its goals are, 
the major problem* it has faced, and mm of the problem# currently * 
kA .j * ikr>rt , : uw.tw 
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Canal Zone - 

GhiMren la tbs fourth, ■fifth and sixth grades in the Canal Zone 
frequent^ havn lessons m social studies, language, and music that are 
built around a Uni tad Nations theme. Art U used effectively to 
familiarise pupils with United Nations objectives, and posters are 
dangaed by the children to illustrate th«L 

Colorado 

m • 

;Aj pari of a program in the Colorado aeljoobi to promote- inter- 
national and uitcmiHma l understanding, elementary school children 
fhis past year learned Christinas carols in Swedish, I a tin, and Slo- 
venian. Sixth-Traders in the public schools of Colorado make a study 
of UNESCO in the fall of each year. 

Gmmctimt 

Evan the Antegrade children in one Connect cat school began to 
kara about other lands, about the soap thochildrsn nng there and 
how they dance and play. Folk taka, foOc song* and folk dances, aa 
well as poems «mI etotks by authors of other natiocalitka, become 
pari of a program helping the boys and girts to imagine their counter- 
parts acitae the scan. Thirdgradera were made more sped Really 
aware of the United Nations, lhay at&ged wlhftMls of dolk , foreign 
corns, and souveniis purchased si the United Nations headquarters, 
and tnada a anak roodd eff U» United Ndioosi Plarx with the General 
Aawaaidy ad 1| 
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Jlft* considered. MaBte were planned showing the impor- 
tanpAtoMitt Ak»unnryolfooig»waOTteid*th«U.S. A. Games 
Bn * Popular in other lands were played, and the pupils learned 

folk dances of boss rf the U. N. countries. 

J^anaing the name* of the U. N. member nations and how to spell 
few pi vji-Jid dgko a geography lesson and a contribution to luftage 
Tteoe pe«ffltf*to the tfj N. were collected, defined, and made 
teteadktfo^ia^ta^fnrtherstadyofthemiaaiat^ The 

reports and dramatisations con trib- 


al 


P^fw 


practice in reading numbers, oom- 
i of motsnrmg when informa- 
tion oa inai, pcpulationa, and distances relating to ether parts of 
the wwjfl wars oi^cused. The types of money and the ecn^noo 
°f totmtry to oooutry also provided an opportunity to 

practice skills Isarned in arithmatie obes. 

a rft ook biidran mads scrapbooks aid organisatioo charts. 
In the fifth grids, if wm painted out that there was a “miniature U. K. n 
WlthtnthsgKkip Itosll Tbcpoaahility that &m *itj tnA*n nf Hi* fawti. 
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interaii in correct and, in kart, fawfrmd 
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and peopke 
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U. H., and the loc«r 


m hfiiWiuf oa n udwaU adinB of oQ»g 
in th* eohooh of N*w Mexico. Tkai 
end mop took* to 

&» of ifa many wtrioote fa iririjiiHonl the _ _ 

*W far nog drOfa go United Mew Dw,» Thwa i^ fiifa «S 
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lo U.ir.«^TTtw!L T^iiaa optional unit on tJa®U. N. in tbs Social 
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TEACHING ABOUT TOT UNITED NATION* 


Through Teaching About the Specialized Agencies 

Although some schools apparently empharize learning the organ ira- 
tional structure of the U. h\, far more take a different approach. 
The human problems involved in education, communication, food pro- 
duction and distribution, health and economic well being dealt with 
by the specialised agencies have all awakened keen interest in the 
U. N. among high school boys and girls, Basic aims and details of 
organization are often more readily absorbed and better understood 
when seen in relation to the work of operative bodies. 

f 

Through a Review of Historic Precedent* 

Frequently an effort to evaluate the effectiveness of the U. N, or a 
desire to see how it came to De eriablished leads to a consideration of 
previous efforts in the field of international cooperation, andKo docu- 
ments related to the rights of man. Consideration is given to pxh 
documents as Magna Carta, I'Eeprit des Lois, the United States Con- 
stitution and Bill of Rights, and the Atlantic Charter, as well as to 
organisations such as the League of Nations, the Permanent Court of 
International Justice (now the International Court of Justice), and 
international organisations which sinoe have evolved into such preeont- 
day agencies as ILO, UPU, WMO. A study of this kind previdss a 
ba^aground for understanding toe U. N. ; and discussions and de- 
bates are held on the comparative merits and weakness** of 
prccaot orf prnfftfa oiiB arid aeh i #* y f T n 

Through Devising and Carrying Out an Experience Unit 

The historic approach served as the bams of a study unit in one 
Georgia high schooL Believing that the U. N. “represents man's meet 
determined and promising efforts to promote conditio*** of peace and 
well-being tor all nations,” they formed a planning The 

social -stud leg classes selected two members each to work with the 
teacher-advisers in setting up a study program. A teacher who had 
°b*rved the U. N. in season acted aa a resource person. 

As the study progressed, the U. N. became so real to the students 
that they not only ringed sessions erf the various bodies but arranged 
ice some members of the classes to act as guides tad the 

organization to other members who played the part of visitors. Cur- 
rent international probkms were diaruawd at the rrminni of *dale- 
gatea” To bring the work of the world organization even dowr 
to the experience of the social-studies classes, each group was divided 
in half, one telling about the U. N. organization and how it works, 
and the other comparing its structure and functions with those of the 
■chool . 
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Through Problems 

In A number of States — notably Connecticut, Delaware, New Mexico, 
New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, and Wisconsin — high 
school teachers hare found one of the moef profitable approaches to 
studying the U. N. to be an examination of the problems presented to 
the org ani za ti on together with an analysis of the possible reasons 
for success or failure in solving them. The completion of the first 
decade of the U. N.’s existe nce made 1955 an especially good year in 
which to take a look back over the road traveled, and quite a num- 
ber of schools undertook an evaluation of what In® been don ft. Prepa- 
ration for such an appraisal necessitated considerable research mi 
what the organization waa established to do and mi the nature of 
the problems brought before it It also required study of cm 'dries 
and an examin ation of the attitudes and actions of the nations with 
respect to all of three. To recognise that there have been failures on 
the part of the U. N., and to try to understand why, is considered 
eaential if students are to understand the organisation. 

Through Current Events 

Since international problems have a way of recurring in various 
forms ami in different parte of the world, and since some of those prob- 
lems have, up to now, defied solution, the problem approach to a study 
of the U. N. is closely linked with a study of current events. Many 
eodaJ -studies rimers students have access to a news magazine prepared 
for schools as well as to the adult news weeklies. Time furnish mate- 
rial for class discussion and often serve as a point of departure tee 
research into current problems facing the U. N. Students themselves 
draw parallels between what has happened in the past end what is 
h ap p e n ing, and the U. N. takes on a dynamic character for then. 

In a W MOMuiq class in World Citizenship, pupils “used a class 
period to predict the news • * • and listed possible happenings. It 
was surprising how often than things did actually occur later.” 

Through Correlation With Other Subjects 

The variety of approaches to teaching about the U. N. and its agen- 
das provides a natural link to many other fields. Practice in oral and 
written composition in social -studies classes results in greater skill in 
the use of language, and techniques of writing and public speaking 
kerned in Knglirfi nnnrwne make for i mproved perform ance on dia- 
nniricm panda awl in debates on the subject of the U. N. A Sacra- 
Mato, Calif., high school reports, “Students in Spanish da wee who 
era also jm. the Pan American History Claae frequently translate 
Spanish materiah on the United Nations. ...” 
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Tills an» report goes on io say, “Students use United Nations facts 
gained in social studies classes to portray the ideals of the United 
Nations in murals and portera T ' This practice is, of course, wide- 
spread, and frequently around U. N, Day halls and classrooms b lossom 
with pictures, porters, and puppets created in the art room. 

An example of how various departments in a school can be drawn 
into cooperative effort with relation to teaching about the U. N. is 
found in an attractive brochure put out through the combined effort* 
of students and teachers in the American Problems Classes and the 
Departments of Art, Journalism, and Printing of a technical high 
school in Des Moines, Iowa. Several pa gee of interesting facta and 
lively illustrations relating to the U. N. are brought together following 
a brief declaration of how youth feels about the U. N. 

Through the Use of Community Resources 

High schools in the city of Chicago in teaching about the U, N. — 

make every effort to channel into the tnat root tonal prog r a m tkw rk4 earn- . 
drtmity resource* which are ijt?nA la the CI^d area • • • we u*k* latea- 
alre oae of tbe Library at Imernatlona! Matins and the Okap Council 
0 oo Foreign Eeia t Iona Not aaly do we stills the HiaterUI* of tbew offurt 
tkwtt, tat we eacoormfe Kodecti to attsod their seettefa. carrylax back rv- * 
porta * • * to their fellow amdesta • * 

Official outlines of junior and senior high school courses in social 
studies for New ^ ork City and its vicinity take full cognisance of tbe 
presence of tbe U. N. headquarters in midtown Manhattan At the 
students very doorstep is a remarkable living laboratory of world 
culture, a center where work! history is constantly in the making , a 
world forum of unprecedented swipe. The presence of the U. N. and 
the nebee of its source material, coupled with the treanres in the public 
libraries and other greet collections in tbe city, provide the curious, 
•lert youngrter of the metropolitan area with a mart animal oppor- 
tunity to become fa miliar with the workings and significance of tbe 
U.N. 

t 

Through the Cooperation of Voluntary Organization* 

Many high schools mention in their reports the stimulation, interest, 
and financia l support given to special project* in teaching about tbs 
U. N. by voluntary and community organisation*. 

When an organisation in a community sponsors a model assembly or 
other model U. N. me e t i ng , or when aa agency awards trips to the 
United Nations in New York, this assembly or trip is often tbs dim*? 
of the high school study of the U. N. The posibility of being afforded 
mb an experience can spur an entire class, or even an entire school to 
unusual effort. 
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In Courses in Institutions of Higher Tur ning 

The undergraduate college student lea ms about tbs 0. N. fa mi 
courses dealing with a wide variety of subject matter. Approaches 
to an understanding of the tj. N. may be historical, sodal, political, 
fvo&oimc, religious, philosophical, educational, scientific, technical, 
artistic. Every phase of the U. N.' u relevant to some great field of 
study. The following descriptions of offering* at our colleges and 
universities must be taken as only a very modest sample of what is 
being done, 

1. Boin the leoture-diacuaaioo method and the seminar approach 
“hare proven suorr mful in dea ling with international organization 
and particularly with, the United Nations and the specialised 
agwjeieB,” report* Whittier College in California. “A marked dif 
fe canoe U obvious, in terms of appreciation and interest," when 
ei ther instructor* or ft udeots or both “have had actual experiences 
in or viait* to ranous United Nations headquarters, particularly New 
York and Geneva." 

5. There u a broad program at New Haven State Teacher* College, 
Connecticut, related to “Man living in an interrelated, interdependent 
world." The U. N. is considered as a major factor in world security. 
In line with this conviction, every freahman is required to take a 
unit on the U, N. and its work, and in the spring the entire freshman 
class makes s trip to U. N. headquarters. 

At least one semester of et udy dealing with world relations is 
demanded of all students in the* field of Social Studies. Junior and 
senior students teach units cm the U. N. and its specialised agencies a* 
part of their practice tea ching . 

t. International Education, given periodically at Teacher* College 
of Conneeticttt at New Britain, examinee the background, functions, 
and achievements of the U. N-, and in particular of UNESCO. " v 

In the Social Science Department three courses devote a large part of 
their time to the U. N. or UNESCO or to both : Approaches to Under, 
standing of World' Affairs, Recent American Foreign Policy, and 
Contemporary Social Problems. Mm than 25 other courses give 
some con® deration to the U. N. 

4. At the Uurveraty of Connecticut at Starrs, the U. N. is included 
in courses in International Organization, Anpricaa History, and Con- 
temporary World Problems; the last two ark part of the program for 
everyone preparing to teach social stadias. In connection with 
another course. Problems in Teaching Social Studies, both graduates 
and undergraduates have worked out reeburoe unite related to the 
U. N. 

5- In ita mstruotkmal progiyun, the Catholic University of America, 
Washington, D. C., “offers through its Department of Politics basic 
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courses in international l»w and relations *)* *. In addition there 
ere related courses in other departments, such as Economics of Under- 
developed Areas, and International Economic Relations, in U*e Depart- 
ment of Economics.” 

6. Howard University, also in Washington, has a course in its pro- 
gram of African Studies which deals with the-adm in iteration of both. 1 
Trust and Non -Self-Governing Territories, The personal experience 

of the professor, who served as an official observer for a nongovern- 
mental organization at the Sixth General Amenably in Parts' and who 
has attended meetings of the Trusteeship Ctfcncil, makes it pomible for 
him to present the material in a dramatic way. In teaching about 
UNESCO, he draws upon his experience as a participant in the 
Harpers Ferry andJIood College Conferences and as a member of the 
U. S. National Commission for UNESCO. 

7. In addition to offerings in Modern European History, Far 
Eastern Politics, International Politics, and United States Foreign 
Relations, all of which include material on the U. N., Rollins College 
at Winter Park, Fla., gives a course in International law and Or- 
gan ixat ion in which the U N. is the principal focus of study. 

8. Teaching about the U. N. at Bethany College, Lindsborg, Kan* t 
“is a byproduct of general history courses. Abo, student reports on 
this subject are a part of the Great Issues Course.” 

9. At Brunswick, Maine, Bowdoin College offers one course cm 
International Organization, in which the U. N. is the central 
consideration. 

It ia conducted •eecctlaUy aa a seminar. Tbe Lutiator outlines pan- 
era) problem* aodi aa tba handling of political probfeaaa hj tfea United 
Nation* or the faoctloo of aparlaiiaed * pauin* • • • tke «•<* la 

gins an act oil Incident to study and report on to tbe whole groan After 
tbe report, be la qoeetlonad by tbe other mean he n at the seminar. Tbt group 
b brid to about 10 p ee ao s a * * *. It baa proved. Is our opinion, vary 
•Cacti ra 

10. New York University’s graduate course in tbe School of Edu- 
cation, World Problems before the United Nations, “is designed to 
provide direct learning experiences whenever possible. During tbe 
first semester these experiences center upon the problems” currently 
before the General Assembly and Security Council, *vhik during the 
second semester, the work of tbe Eoonomio and Social Council and tbs 
Specialised Agencies is emphasized. The agenda of tbs Assembly ia 
studied during tbs fink two most infix of tbe class.” Tbs “State of 
tbe World” speeches delivered at the opening of tbs Assembly each 
year, in which delegation spokesmen set forth what in their opinion 
are the major problems for which a solution must be found if world 
peace ia to be preserved, “afford samallent material with which to 
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uaen tbs relationship between national interests and Rational position 
in reference to existing world problems.” 

Students follow the U. N. debates by reading metropolitan daily 
papers, viewing television prog nuns, by listening to U. N. news sum 
mar ire by radio, and by attending sessions of the Assembly itself. 

An agenda for each semester's study is worked out by the class, and 
reports are made periodically by individuals who have taken resjxmsi- 
bility for the exploration of certain problems. Presentations are ova - . 
sionally made to the cla» by spokesmen from United Nations dele- 
gations, consultants, or Government personnel. 

In the second semester, devoted to ECOSOO and the specialised 
agencies, emphasis is given to technical assistance. 

Tbe r&lremJ IV*' la ration of Human Rljhta la * tolled wlib rare alu re l( 
afforda teacbera at war id level a fxunmoo frame nl^rferrec* with whtcb 
to further ratted .Nation* purpowr* ^ 

II. Six courses offered at Miami University at Oxford, Ohio, bear 
on the U. N. It is the opinion of the faculty at Miami University 
that a student cannot “really understand the United N at ions and 
evaluate both its past performance and the potentialities of the 
organisation” until he has — 

a snap of k«m of the major factor* Id International polltira. Rperttkallj, 
a t o ri en t a should he awank of the major r ha racteii etlo* of the Kiwrtp 
state *y«te*n. know » >n>H htnj of the history of this system, nadenUsrul 
the major, factors which inSue&re the poUdos of Kates, and be aware 
of the major problems wtSlob be^et the world today. 

A general interdepartmental course in international relations, Cur- 
rent World Problems, “give* 8j*ensl attention to the nature of inter- 
national relations, the major characteristic* of international politics 
today, and to special problems which confront the world. The lec- 
turers for this course are drawn from the entire University * • • a 
number of faculty members have found this course worthwhile" and 
regularly attend. 

The role of the U. N. Mid the specialised agencies is also assessed 
in relation to world economic problems in a course entitled, “Inter- 
national Economic Policies and iSoblems." Still another course. 
Problems of Contemporary Society, considers general problems of 
war and peace and shows what the U. N. has done and is doing with 
regard to them. 

In addition to formal instruction about the U. N. at Miami Uni- 
versity, lectures, library displays, radio programs, and pertinent 
article* in the student newspaper find an audience among the student 
body. Jlany persons thus reached are not enrolled in regular .courses 
teaching about the U. N. or touching upon its work. 
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12. In International Politics' at Oberiin College in Ohio the— 

emphasis is on a comparison between the League of Nations and the United 
Nations, especially in the fields of peaceful settlement, coping with as later- 
national aggressor, regional security and economic organisation*, depend- 
ent territories and the two “World Courts." In reading assignment* pref- 
ere ace 1* giren to the works of participant-obeerrvn la international 
organisation • • •/ * 

IS. At the University of Oklahoma the Department of Government 
has a course devoted entirely to the U. N. 

H. At George Peabody College for 1 Where in Nashville, Tenn., 
some of the education classes have been encouraged to develop unite 
and projects on the IT. N. and its affiliated agencies. Here more 
emphasis “is given to United Nations in the preparation of eleraepfcary 
school teachere than is true in the esse of high-school teachers.” 

15. International Organisation, a one-semester undergraduate 
course at Texas Christian University, treats the organisation and work 
Or tlie U . N. as well as the history of the League of Nations and various 
' nonpolitical international organisations. In another course, World 
Politics, 


the poelrion of the United Nation* in current international politic* of (he 
aoverrign-state *y»tem U analysed and appraised ; attention ta directed to 
current problem* with which the U. N. la grappling. 


1 ^ i® a ^° briefly covered in a graduate course in International 

16. At the U university of Washington in Settle, a year-long seminar 
devotes one quarter to the U. N. Charter, another to the economic 
aspects of the y. $. and the specialized agencies, and a third to trustee- 
ship problems, international civil service, or atomic energy, according 
to the preference of the group. 

Several courses in political science and history are offered by Wash- 
ington University’s Extension Division. These touch upon the U. N. 


In addition * * * during the paat several year* the University turn sponsored 
•CTersl short course* and conference* la the field of international relation* 
which ^ included aom* dtocwteloo erf the United Nation*. 

17. Th*>jPoi versify of Wisconsin baa many courses dealing with 
•specta of the U. N, A hasty survey of the bulletins of 46 State and 
private institutions -of higher education throughout the State showed 
that hast 2/ of them offer one or more course* Aili ng with po me 
aspect of international relations. The number of institutions is 
probably higher and unquestionably the world affairs curricula of 
many of them is [sic] far richer than a quick g1anr*> could reveal.” 

18, In one of the courses at the Univereityof Wyoming at 
“considerable time is given to the development of international arbi- 
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tration and adjudication from the Hague Court through the Inter- 
national Court of Justice.” 

Most of these offerings in institutions of higher learning fall in the 
fields of contemporary history, government, international law, and 
international politics. Others He somewhat closer to the human rela- 
tions field. Taken as a sampling, the description shows considerable 
range and depth in a subject which is Mill quite new. 
r -,\ 


* 

. 
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H Informal Teaching About the United Nations 

"Thus far we have seen boys and girls and young men and women 
sitting in their homerooms, classrooms and lecture halls throughout 
the U. S. A. learning from books and by exercises of many kinds what 
the United Rations is and what it does. But that is only part of the 
learning. Now let us consider in what other ways the organisation 
takes on meaning for than. 

It is clear from the preceding pjiges that the teaching done in the 
schools about the United Nations takes a variety of forms, and that 
the methods used are m u %. There have been a number of references 
to activities which, while lying outside the regular classroom activities, 
make up an important part of the learning process. 

The United Nations in Extracurricular Activities in 
Elementary and Secondary Schools 

Audiovisual Media 

r » 

The use of sudiovisual media Rich as posters, pictures, maps, ex- 
hibits, charts, recordings, films, PA, slid radiobroadcasts is extensive, 
both in connection with specific study of the United Nations in classes 
and as means for attracting the general interest of student groups. 
Almost every report received made mention of the use of such aids 
to carry the message of the United Nations. Very often it Is the 
students themselves who make the porters and pictures which tell about 
activities or goals of the United Nations, and almost always they 
constitute the committees which arrange the materials for display in 
classrooms, corridors, and auditorium. 

A new Hampshire high school reported that a student committee 
had built a 6- by 6-foot display board for the front lawn of the school 
which bore the United Nations emblem and the dates of United 
Nations Week. The board was fl a nked by an American flag a nd a 
qpeeUIly made United Nations flag, and was illuminated at night 

One teacher writes that he uses many films and filmstrips, believing 
that the idea of the U. N.*s purpose and the rigid of what it ia 

doing comes home to the students most vividly whan thay oan picture 
it in action. _ 

Students in a Georgia high school presented a half-hour radio pro- 
gram in October in commemoration of United Nation# Week. The 
script was in the form of a town meeting. * 

16 
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When the heed of the Social Studies Department in a Connecticut 
town wee invited to discuss on the radio how local high school students 
learn about the Uni ted Nations, it waa decided that a panel of the stu- 
dents themselves would give the information. 

High school and occasionally collage students m the New York 
area regularly make up the panels of Youth Forum on radio ami TV, 
whom discussions frequently touch on matters concerning the United 
Nations. In Springfield, Ohio, a forum class atone of the high schools 
presen ts a radio program through the local Junior Town Meeting of 
Urn Air. 

Playbacks of the tape recordings of speeches made at the United 
Nations also serve to vitalise what is learned in classes. These are 
sometimes used in assemblies, dub meetings, and lees often in the classes 
themselves. Frequently these speeches am be heard over the radio 
and the students are encouraged to listen to them on one the regular 
U. N. j^oadcasts used by some 300 stations throughout the country. 
The Puerto Kioo high schools mention their use as especially effective. 

School newspapers are becoming more and more conscious of tbs 
interest the United Nations has for their readers. A junior high school 
paper in Salem, Oreg., has for 9 years devoted an entire issue to the 
U. N,, while a Wisconsin high school makes it a regular practice to 
print interviews with prominent United Nations personalities. 

Assembly and Other Programs 

Assembly programs with a United Nation* them^are extremely pop- 
ular. A sixth-grade class in a Georgia school invited another sixth 
grade, a fifth-grads okas, and the principal to a program of picture 
slides of the U. N. A program worked up by a seventh grade in an 
Iowa school few pre s ent a tion to an audience of mothers was so good ' 
that it was repeated as an assembly for the high school Parts of it 
wore later used in the local parent- teacher association program during 
U. N. Week. 

A New Haven, Conn., high school writes, “Our assignment — United 
Nations Assembly for all students — our problem — a program that 
was not only informative, bat was also personally associated with our 
young people. Buildings, personnel, and the structure of the United 
Nations had previously been featured. We desired a different ap- 
proach. Several of our upperclassmen had spent the summer in for- 
eign travel, visiting many countries * * *.”* The travelers met and 
“decided -to write an original skit emphasising the human side of the 
U. N.” The scene of the skit waa tl» cafeteria. ^Outchat was written 
aaript in such a way that the Uni tad Nations waa covered by the 
personal, intimate glimpses into the lives of the peopke by each of 
the speakers.* The work which went into the writing, staging, re- 
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n*h, Ga. “The children made a Urge birthday f fc» of cardboard 
pieces sou placed mini a t ure flip from u many of the mom bar na- 
tion* M the calm would hokL” U. N. flags which the children had 
made were displayed oo a frieze in the classroom. To emphasise the 
international atmosphere, the refreshments “included tea from China, 
eerred in paper raps mack in the United States, note from Brasil, 
and dates from Egypt.” 

An assembly on United Nations Day, 1955, with children from 
the kindergarten through the 12th grade attending, was held at a 
Warren County, Iowa, school. The fourth-, fifth-, and axth-gradm 
and the high school chorus presented folk songs from England, the 
Philippines, Japan, and the United States, and a senior student gare 
a prayar for the U. N. f - another sketched a brief history of the U. N.; 
and a third narrated a script on actiritiee of the organisation. 

In northern Calif am is the day was celebrated quite differently in 
one high school. For a banquet of the local chapter of the Classroom 
Teachers’ Association, the art classes were aaked to design place mate 
with a U. N . Day theme. With thiaaaa start, the children not oily 
designed the mate but place cards and greeting carda as wall. The 
latter, depicting Dm and bearing the greeting “Wishing You a 
Happy U. N. Day, October 24,” were mailed. to friends and family 
in various parts of the country, to the surprise and delight of the 
yoongrters, one of the cards addressed to the President and Mm 
fci a rah ower, with a special wish to him for a quick re covery elicited 
a “thank you” note from the First Family of the Natidn. 

The Proclamation issued by the President of the United States, set- 
ting aside October 94, lfcfl, as United Nations Day gi^atly impresari 
the boys and girls of a ninth-grade dun in a Honolulu school. They 
wanted wry much to he a put of the celebration and to show their 
faith in and rapport of the world organisation. Their U. N. pageant 
mefoded Mm U. N, Madame Secretary General, representatives, and 
visitors from many lands. 

As the procestional was played, the delegates 
marched in from each tide to the front of 
tains parted to show Mm United Nations on 
tional flags (a each side and the U. N. flag behind 
bm antici p a tion of the offerings they had coma 
into the culture of the coontrise from which 
dances and songs wwa over, ths pegeani dosed 
hope you have enjoyed our little U. N. pageu 
the great meemge 
whkkwffl bring 
Let us 
weean. 
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“MI* rep r esen ting India, Greece, Korea, Mexko,Egypt, Pal- 
atine, end Philippine Isl a nd s , Thailand, and Italy each told some- 
thing that the U. N. had done for them, under the shadow of the 
building where people work day and night to bring peaoa into the 
world.” 

In a Montgomery, Ato, school, the thirty-two lO-ye&r-oids from 
grades 4, 5, and 6 presented “a program honoring the U. N.” 

It included a rolkaU of the nations, with the Charter limbe rs 
firet. "Aa each nation's name was called, the 10- rear -old who held 
the m a ll fta g of tha t nati on stepped forward * * *,* The 
stood in salute to the United Nations and all other 10- year-olds 
around die woe id today, “To this the 10- year -olds replied with a 
pladga to grow in wisdom and to be of more service.” 

Club* 

Particularly at the high sc h ool level, there are a variety of clubs 
and j unior organisations which do a great deal to foster interest in 
and activities con n ected with the U. N. There are International 
Relations did*, Junior Foreign Policy <3ube, United Nations Clubs, 
Junior Councils on World Aflsua, Curren t History Globe, all of 
*Ueh spend a good deal of tee considering the U. N. and the spe- 
cialised agencies. They frequently spark interest to the organisa- 
tion a mon g otbsr students, and are usually ready to lehd a hand to 
school, and community projects which tether the earn of the 
U. N. If thay are affiliated with a parent organisation, such as the 
Foreign Policy Areoriation or the American far the 

United Nations, they here access to many materials and the oppor- 
tunity to participate to easy activities which enrich them even- 
tually enrich the echoed of which they are a part. 

For over 18 eoaneatire yean one International Club has bam 
granted svml aehokrehips to the Northwest Institute do Interna- 
tional Rel ati on s held to June at Reed CoUega By helping to check 
ticks* and knap recor ds and by doing other chores, the students earn 
tetrw^, „ t 

“Each yaar our International Club, along with more than 40 other 
Oregon high schools, sends rklegntss to the State conference of the 
^^satioreti Relations League to the University of Oregon to 

State* frerae Ooimectieto high school who attended « UNESCO 
Ooofraos toTeeehan College of CteaaetM to Ns* Britts ware 
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U. N. by their own enthusiastic activity during U. K. Week, and 
on other occasion*. 


UHICEF Drive 

It may be that UNICEF, of all the agencies of the United Nations, 
has captured the imagination of school children most completely. 
This is probably because it is devoted to the welfare of children, (fee 
evidence of this interest is found in the way elementary and h ffi 
school boys and girls have promoted the sales of UNICEF Christmas 
cards. Another has been their enthusiastic efforts to collect rWHing 
and to send food parcels. Still another (and this has hem very 
widespread) has been their part in the Hallowe’en “Trick or Treat 
for the Worlds Children. K one Connecticut community, thia 
movement enlisted the support of church groups, fraternal organisa- 
tions, the firs departments, parent-teacher aauciationa, md all the 
schools in town. Members of a school club interested in intern stional 
matters volunteered to brief all the organisations on what UNICEF is. 

On Hallowe’en each child was given a snail carton, w»« H r» d with 
‘the D a m e “UNICEF,” in which to pnt the pennies noli feted in | 
house- to bouae canvass. Mart of them became so i nter ested w han 
Ae tune came for them to ring the doorbells and call for Trick or 
Treat” they forgot all abort collecting for themselvm, and excitedly 
watched as coins to help the world's children dropped into their prof- 
fered boxes. After the collections were finished, the children attended 
"neighborhood parties, il of which had ben arranged far them The 
project was a great sueeees and the U. N. received a check for $1,600 
to present to UNICEF. i 

UNESCO Gift Coupon Plan 

* Another artivity which has created tremendous interest in the 
schools has been the UNESCO gift coupon plan. The materials fur- 
nished in connection with it have stimulated activity among many 
teachers and students who us eager to help nekm botAa as a 
©f education more readily available to people everywh ere. 


Euay Contest 

Eyh springs 

toe United Nations, a nationwide 
■toderta on the subject of the U. N. 
toy. 

States but in toe Territories as weO 
Students who have won nrmtrrt ri , 
a coveted trip to the U. N, 
of the true United Nation*. 


An 


is held 


high 


^ to March Itft*. 

tepaeiany tote* who laws 


, f ntr - ■- \ _ _■ 
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Stfwnl high schools write that thoy have parti cpated to the annual 
oocteat fine* the time of the old Leag ue of Nations. A report from 
Oregon says, “In tibia contest are here been fortunate in ulmo^ always 
winning State or loceJ prises ; and once, in IMS, the firat place in the 
Nation,” la 19M, Oregon had TO echoola r epre s en ted in the contest. 
The Odd Fellows to the State also sponsor a U. N. c o mp etit ion. The 
award, which h conferred largely for epeaking ability, ia a trip to the 
New York headquarter* of the U. N. “Fourteen high school students 
from Oregofe • • • make thie exciting journey by bos across Canada 
t tnd the United State*. * 

la most eases teache rs write enth usi a stical ly of the con test indicating 
ihai it provides a definite epar to boys and girls. One teacher from 
northern California writes, “There students study on their own time, 
rend far m a teri a l * , no t found in the school literary or in department 
fife*" 

Trip* to U. >{. Headquarters 

Porfchsilariy in States and communities in the vicinity of New York 
CUy, it to customary to lend some high school students to the tJ. N. 
headquarters each year to ririt the buildings, reeeire briefings on the 
work of the o rganis a tion, awl attend some of the meeting in order to 
uadrestand tern it works Sometimes there tripe are m*rU by entire 
ebrees after a period of study on the U. awl sometimes students are 

relented through a city or rtatewkls competition spo nsored by a volun- 
tary or gamreric . For the past 6 years in Tndianapolia. a de l ega te 
baa bean rent to riat “the U. N. headquarters in New York for about 
4 days during United Nations Weak in Ootober. Upon their return, 
three young people fill many yea king engagements among civic awl 
ohuroh groups, re wall as in their own awl neighboring schools. Over 
MO engagements in 1 year’s tame hare beret met by there high school . 
young people." A trip to the U. N. during the spring vacation is 
■ponmr e d for retorted high school etndmta by the Cleveland Council 
cm World Affaire. A great many high schools in Connecticut and 
Nsw Jersey alao study the U. N. intensively in preparation for a visit 
to the Nsw York headquarters. 

Model U, H- Meeting* 

Tire wtfo ymd ore of model U.N. erephlire testifies to their popa- 
larity with young boyii and ^rls in all ^>arts of the oountry. Some- 
times, there unririrn are only achoolwide, eometimre they are projects 
of yedud rtadret groups with kb interest ia international affairs, 
srmntimei they ars artangad on a 8tate or regional basaa. But what- 
enr ilia bm of -••• ist&bli stofect, tfog we * Tirid — iketslin ' 




DTfOSMAL TSACHEVO 


27 


for information about the United Nations; they open the door* of 
their libraries and their lecture and exhibition hall* to there with the 
public their knowledge of end in ter e et ha the work of this interne- 
tionai organisation. 

■PBMCfcrton University contributed to the Fort Worthat jwide 
oboaivance of the 10th anniversary of the United Nat i one. A uni ver- 
ity chapel address by a member of the faculty tel u ted the occasion. 
A 2- boor showing of U. N. films was provided in the Student Center 
oos evening. A display of posters, cherts, and maps illustrating in- 
ternational economic interdependence and the role played by the 
United Nations and the specialised agencies was on exhibition in the 
lobby of the Student Center. 

At the University of LouttvOla, one of the moot colorful events was 
the tree- planting cer emon y which took place under the auspices of the 
university at a high school, a countr y day school, the university, and 
in frant of the city hall At the schools and the Diversity, selected 
*ud s pts and flUciah did the planting. At the dty hall there was s 
parade by m e mber s of the American Legion Auxiliary, the Junior 
Chimb g of Com m e rce , and the Internal ions 1 Center of the Univer- 
sity of Louisvin& They also did the planting A color guard sent 
by the Marios Corps fail an added note of dignity to the occasion. 

Sa Impart* Bt ftertioe a t tb* Hifislim IMto [at tbs Dnteersity at 
Wteeete] Is tm help pUs mad promote me aswaal eStMta' of Dated 
Day thmaghnat tbs Has et Wtarosrti. OtetKtMMtsIi, tb* 

Dated teOcwa Day. " «-—*«•* <w 

Campus Club* Mods l U. >{, Meetings — U. ?{. 
Institutes and Conferences 

As si the Mgh school level, dobs at collages and universities play a 
s i gn i fi cant rule In focusing student at4^~ ion on the United N ateon*. 
Alt hough such student organisations ar^Vsry numerous, the actiritiee 
of only a fee of than will be described 

At Boffi n s College the International Kali Hone Club f e atur e s for- 
eign sp a a h a rt and films. Foreign s tudents on campus have been 
invited to ps rtkdpeta in radio and TV programa One of the local 
s tations prepared * tape for net by commerci al bmedcaetem around 
the»ate^mtevyntoftibeUntedNati«himte^f^^M.’ > 

The U. N. Committe e at the University of Idaho thia y*ar sponsored 
| tilttMlMliXI ^ arnj^r -[) f %f flta 

CIA and ths Co«ao|«ditaa Club hi which' students and faculty who 
have recently ea s e from various c o untries abroad r eporte d on U. N. 
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Conference*, workshop nwtioo -picture showings, public kotnre*, 
and^otiw program* ar* arranged by the College UNESCO OowieU 
of Toaohf.ia Gdiage of Connecticut *t New Britain. The UNESCO 
ocmhrmm to which high school student* from all omr the SUU an 
uinted annually has ben held sine* 1P4®, and at bast MO blah schools 
han attnded each of the mnona Common it? U. N. fmtiral* har* 
abo been sponsored by the council A little booklet entitled A wmm 
of WmU ffwde rtfuWwy printed at Teacher* College of Connecticut 

ilii-v Hhw MflJ Of jJ>i* fXJQK^L 

International Relations Club at the Iowa State Teachers Gob 
^ge at Cedar FaJu Mid a sene* of model U. N. nwei eg*, with after 
noon swoons of the Security Council, UNESCO, and the 'Roozamk 
**d Social Council B«cdat^w«s drawn np-whkhw^ rofdM 
in the evening by delogatee representing the Taboos countries m^ing 
m mock see mon of the General Assembly of the U. N,* 

At the UniTwaity of Florida at Gainesville, an annual model secori- 
* ty oouaca] meeting arranged by the International Student Organise- 
“® tws student* from other countries in the rob of diplomat* from 
abroad. They play their part in presenting the general lines “of the 
ooontry** attitude and position on the problem* covered." 

T^e IntarnatioiiaJ Helations (Tlub of Georgia College for Woman u 
aMIiated with the American Association for the U. N. and sends m>- 
mefitetiT'M to its institute each J une. 

A college in New Mexico “reported that for the past 4 years thev 
bare sent delegations to the model United Nation* in CaUfornin 
Generally the student* who are on such a delegation spend a period 
of 4 months, meeting at bast twice a weak, preparing t hems* Ire* f w 
their work at the model U. N * .Thb preparation indod« an intense 
*»** of organisation, work, ami procedure of the United Nation*, 
and a thorough study of the part they are to play as member* of their 
assigned delegation. When the del e gation rwtoras to its own earn pern, 
it shares it# experience with the st ud e n t body in a pan el m— *lpg 
In this way the entire college community b brought into closer touch 
with the working* of the Umted National ' 

Southwestern College at Winfield, Nana , reports that hi outstand 
ing event in relation to the U. N. in the ISM-45 school year we* a 
rwi^^ dbm a m which it cosponsored with the Cowley County 
TJ- lit p fmm ntativt® from ^ cefflUl l^n took p&rt m th® 

ro undtable, which w— followed by a fawstkm period. 

The Intern at iona ] Rel ati ons Club of Plymouth Teachers College 
in New Hampshire b the managing nr gmtaMimi f™. *k, tm^i 

AsaraWy jointly sponsored by the college ami local Rotary 
Oms. The meeting kits t days. The diatribe Rotary Qube (m 
at diem) sponsor 1 or i dd^gake each, the dub paying all 
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Thee# delegataa are chmm in vxnous wars by the high school* in 
Rotary towns, through the essay contest*, speaking contests, and so on. 
Each year there hare been about ISO delegates from approximately 80 
high school* in the S area*. 

The International Relation* Club sends out qoertiotmariee to the 
respective delegatee and school* to elicit recommendations for agenda 
items. The fire it«ns most frequently mentioned then become the 
agenda for the 5-day conference. The schools recommend commit 
tee chairmen and conference presidents and vice prtwidenla, a new 
leader being in charge at every major committee meeting or plenary 
M?*Eon The model assembly idea has brought to the caxnpia the 
flavor of U N. activities — the color of the flags, the organisation of 
the meetings, tl*e debates on the agenda. 

Erery spring the Wisconsin Student Association of the University 
hold* its Student United Nations Conference The Security Council, 
(reneeal Assembly, Trust eeethip Council, Economic and Social Coun- 
cil, and the CommisBoa on Human Rights will be represented at the 
meetings scheduled for March ]S>M Each school or extension eenter 
will be rep ryee tad. 

R rotn Whitriw Colleg# in California a delegation is sent annually 
to the model United Nations, A student delegation also attends 
each Dee^nber the LnMitute of W orld Affaire. T^ institute “devotes 
one entire day of its 4-day program specifically to the United Nations 
and other international organisations." 


* In the preceding pages wa have taken a look at the schools and 
) colleges aero* the Nation and watched them at work teaching ojr 
young people something of the significance of the great organisation 
which came into being a little over 10 years ago and has built its home 
upon our shores. What does the youth of the United States think of 
that organization today! The following brief santefxre tell what 
some of them think in their own words : * 

Youth believes no one can win a war. 

Tout* wants to MM factories, homes, schools , churches, sad art centers, 
rather thus to HD or destroy . 

Youth waste to imphariai the importance oi tea g i t m . peeecUss, and prac- 
tkla* the ustrtt of brotherhood of bsjl World peace wtU not be obUInwJ 
ftothty, feat win tote Use sad wprk oa the part of e ver yo ne. 


Tooth wlm Its approval of the efforts of the United Nations sad tettovea It 
to tta gvs ateot foruoi la exist sees for taftnenrfn* world optuki* sad tetp- 
tac to salatoto peace. 
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■hi. What Teachers and Professors Say About 
Materials on the United Nations ' 

Comments on Materials 

“ d 5 “‘ d “' 8 “ the »nd seconderv "hook 

find the current-events msguiMe prepued repedelly with'them in 
mind (wi ae Vy WeMy Reader. (C TmuTjJdZ^*1? ™ 
***■*> virtually indi4>en»ble in W^^Tthe n* n*T 
Untober three nre^inee usu^ly dev*, to V L£ 

nauonal oiganiiaUon. Frequently an interret kindled bv them leade 
e boy or girl to explore news publications geared to adult popu- 

^on. A^dealofuseisnuuieof^^^^^^ 

Pr0J6Cta rwrch & material, to which the 

entire group may not have steady access. In the colleges and am- 

^•^studenta 111076 Ontothe of scholarly journals oan- 

<*raed with discussions of current world isrow. ' 

Gen^y speaking, the comments on the U. N. material, have been 
favorably Ambassador Lodge’s booklet, Youmdtho UniUd 
e <'***«* Aatuww and the Handbook on the U If — ^ 

^ unesco 

ITNirptr ’ “ d 106 material put out by WHOand 

• . A 9®*. m for steong commendation. Frequent tribute was 

paid to the Foreign Policy Associations “HeadlS^ies M and the 
material published by toe League of Women Voters, the Liter 
natimuU Relations Staff of the National Education Am£L and 

A ®? 1 * tion ,or »• United Nations. Pnbiio*to.^f 
^ I * rtIMnt ^ SUt * W “* *?•* *“*«»•* by 

w A S r ?^? r at r Urge “"““V who touches * gmdnnte eoaree on 
Worid ftnblMB before the United Nation, write, thrt he h^MreJS 
Jiree P“Mi«toa» very hdpful, namely: lenee Befar^tkToenertl 
A^mbly, The Secretory generate Annual Revert on the United 
“ “ d Everyman', United Ration). Tha fr* -Wdlretion 

.ffonis .reedy overview of the problem on the . ^T ih. 

the second «ubl« the indent to detoXtoTSSEmfe 

.1KMS.-STS isssf.ixs; 
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n*w and different and quite isolated from regular iifarn»tim *l poli- 
tics.” A professor from California commented- that while many u/n. 

publications are useful, in general they are too simple for ooUese 
studio fa, * 

*nie poetere and pictorial materials of UNICEF, and those related 
to the UNESCO gift coupon plan, were enthusiastically praised, as 
were the chart* and diagrams showing tSe U. N. structure. Filins 
and filmatnps pot out by the United Nations Department of Public 
Information also received favorable critfciam. 

Material* Teachers Would Ukc to Have 

Ihsre w«e quite a number of suggestions about the kinds of m«- 
^rial which would be welcomed. First of all, not only teachers, but 
Scout leaders, Sunday School teachers, and librarians arein^tant 
*v, in^pamve and attractive pamphlets written specifically 
for children in the elementary grades. At the elementary and inter- 
medmte levels, there is a need for graphically illustrated, informa- 
uve, amply wonted books ami booklets. They should be of a are* 
convenient to handle and colorful in design. Concise, accurate, and 
lively presentations of the basic facte about the U. N. and the special- 

aed agencies, written with the average teen-ager in mind, also would 
be a boon. 

What the specialised agencies are doing in other countries would 
make a fiacmating eeries for high school boys and girls in &e U. S. A 
Amo, it was thought that more could be done with folklore of other 
lanos, with eopga, danoes, and music, which would have interest for all 
teTOA Recordings of national anthems would be of value.' It is re- 
porwi that such recordings are now being matte. Tim need for a 
good song with mine and words written specifically for the U N 

nQmb6r °* te *« sh8 «- One record, “Little Scare 
AW the U. N” was highly recommended for elementary school 
children More of this type of recording would be very popular. 

Ai ~~ ^ oomee early in our school year m*km 

preparation for it rather haaty. It would be helpful, therefore, to 
hare more aenpte and outlinee for programs which could be adapted 


8h#t stones and p^ym, as well as general fiction dealing with the 
U. N. and the peoples who are a pert of it, also wree smarted as 
matenatejhich children would enjoy. «Lol 

a booklet an a “geopolitical ' 
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& 

ia more a part of the U. N” For the junior high school -Inmrn, it 
was suggested that pamphlet* similar to the “Building America” 
aeries would be ideal. 

The scarcity of materials on the Near and Far and is 

keenly felt at the elementary, high school, and college levels. A 
greater number of books on Latin America also could be used. 

A high school teacher writes, “I wish we might hare better AW** 
There is a great Deed for dynamic, clear prmu itationa of the U. N. 
story in 85 minutes. One film should give the U. N. organisation. 
There might be a series ef films * * • on the work of the specialised 
agencies” in color. Each of thees should be preceded by a brief in- 
troduction telling the set-up of tits organisation H portrays. 

Only a small number of the films available seem to be “directed to- 
ward the high echoed student group.” There is a need for good, up-to- 
date films on U. N. projects in Aria, Africa, and South America, and 
for inexpensive oolor slides on the achievements of the U. N. The 
slides might possibly make use of a before-and-after technique. 

It sometimes is difficult to locate bibliographies j once they are found 
a selection usually must be mfde, tight unseen, and" it is possible only 
after receipt to judge the value of the items in terms of objectives and 
the maturity of the pupils who are to u® them. Another complicating 
fact®* is the duplication, or near duplication of titles. 

Materials of all kinds, prepared with children of specific age levels in 
mind, and graded litis oftbwe as well as of already existing materials 
on the U. N. and the specialised agencies, showing their suitability for 
use in elementAry, intermediate, secondary, or university classes, would 
simplify selection and prevent repeated use of some item* Teaching 
about the U. N. would thus be made easier and beaming more effective. 


f 
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IV. How Adults Learn About the United Nation* 
Through Institutions of Higher Learning 

ti ’ < k the schools and tho yotmg men and women in 

“ alt popolstkm, too, find » gnat many oppor- 
to u -boot the D. N. Many institutions of higher 

tbZ “""*•* r " P0P * ibili » for «»"« 

t^ r oom n mntM. end then-Stat. in the field of intentional affairs 

«»“ * ofcwL For the sake of brevity, a 
**f b *?*}***™ description of some of the programs of 
th. U^-,,ty a fWi«o M i Bwiu „ u ^o, . fe.^Se^.y, 
_™^t^ns of higher learning an reaching out to inform the 

“•“nilj, the U. N. is a oentral oon- 


In hneMth ltsconeept that a State nnirenity should hare bound 
rMonrooo aa the State, the Uninraity of Wisconsin offers a rariety 
01 *“ TO *> which include bat an not limited to the following : 

i md Fngrmm «mrfc*Mr,— Thi* - 



fnmtkrt^lh 
«d nwterlak oo workKS ih« ■*. 


f«rt etj. : 
■ Ike UX. 
riiCMheaaAi 



ste time, the 
te seed by the 

la Iti aewly reriaad 
wm broad 
of t&e U. N„ the work of its 
and the mtm of the 
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84 TEACHING ABOUT THE UNITED NATION! 

B*r+*m of Oonmnwt, — Thla term ha* primary Put^PtWIllj for la- 
formal fdult edecatioe actlritiee withia tte Ifitwlnn Political 1r*tr~t 
DepartnjooL II offer* a broad program of dvte tad profeeekmal edttca- 
tk»al pnptM for pobUc officials and otter dtiaaoa aS tte Mate Ib 
tte fleH of world affair* it typically proridaa tte fotkrwtag kinds of pro- 
frmtas ate asrTicas: ' - 


1. Pramnktftm of institutes m 4 conferences.— 7brm or tew a t tteaa 
eeaferesMa tn bdri each year. / 4 

E f wtMf of MMnM comrtts for (moral or wadEte group®; «. g, 
rowaw dealing with mrteaa regional or fan! aagada of United Mote 
tewifa policy. 

A AM Md twirtiaw te eitisems prwfi ia world affair*, each M tte 
Oownsr 1 * (tealtte oa Uaited Natkna Day tad tea Tnarniiialn WorM 
Affair* OoaadL 



A P a drweO y rodto-Tf i i Cirl wblcb aa mate late aterly rrary tew* 
mtM - . • ’ • • •"•'•• ' MNI • •' to laSoem nU | 

are wflliag to fetaa. 


Fitea dealing apartEcany wife Uaitsri Natioae topics, aa weO aa raeuj 
ottered finder tea he a dlag "Batial ate Ooltarai Mattes*” eaa te ob- 



More or kae typkal way* ia which 
sore aware of the U. N. ia a project 
Conn* AppmrTmitaly 7 ymn ago the 
mittaa os the United Hatioag 


Ss«ir citi- 


Towawide Deal* 
tha loUowinw par- 



I 





w 



mw a vavm lxajcn Atom th» u. ». 
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has innfa i It potable oo two onukoi to — ^ t **cocnin uni ty a mbs res 
dot^ otiptkmj utd it it pl a nned to both and tod receive one in the 
comet |eer. To finance thi* prog r am oi tisane purchase certificate 
printed to Hmmak of a atock share labeled 44 Your Share to World 
Understanding.*’ 

^*7 of illustration, a tow of the organisations which are meet 
active in educating the population about the U. N. are t£e American 
A ss oc iatio n tor tha United Nations the Foreign Policy Association, 
tw of Woman Vocera, the American Association of University 

Woman, and tha men's and woman’s service mnd fraternal organiza- 
tion*. The U- S. Committee for the United Nations, originally eatab- 
^ed to promote observance <rf U. N. Bay, now has the broader func- 
tion of damantoattog toots about the U. N. Ithaa 188 hational organ- 
irefaana to ite membara hip and 80 othere known as “cooperating organ- 
lafiffii ” The member organisations cover a wide segment of the 
reaching into many atraU of- our society. Included are 
•ooh varied group* as radio and television broadcasters, farm and 
f&rdao group*, and employer organisations. 

Ia the dtefunea of what the achoola are teaching about the U. N. 
a n umber of then adult organisat ion s were mentioned as initiating, 1 
«*d otherwise encouraging many activities in the schools 
and colleges to mala the U. N. bettor known. On example of this 
aert of work ia tha essay contest under the direction of the American 
A »o 6 *t *OD. tor tha United Nations, in which 8,280 high school «tu- 
daifa participated in 1965 (an increase of 400 over 1964); Another 
****1^* ** to«d to the modal aa o em bjiee sponsored by universities 
and collrgns undw the direction and planning of the Foreign Policy 
A a soriario p through related but autonomous local organizations (often 
relied CwMak ca World Aff ai r e). Tbeae aaeuublies are financed by . 
local aarvica and fraternal organizations. . * 

* ‘ 

On the National Scale 


The Ofiee of Education to the U. a Department of Health, Edure- 
* **» Welfare, through its periodical* School Life and Higher 

E*«*tbn, frequently calls attention to U. N, events and activities 
watt are of particular interest to teacher* throughout the. country. 

it vebMm »p*r*to bull*tipa and articke on the U. N. 

1 anawere many requests tor informs; 




of pubtioationa and materials on tha tJ, N, and 

oa request to teachers and 


” a program of the U. & National Commit- 
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to international mwW^iyiw| and to improve be- 

tween the public aid the Commission. While it does not directly 
engage in teaching about the U. N n the description published by the 
Commission states that discussions are directed “particularly lo tbs 
kinds of problems that are of ooncern to the United N ati ons and the 
Specialized Agencim.” 

Un<2|^ the auspices of the Commission and the Adult Education 
AmociMon of the United States, acne 37 colleges and univena ties 
convened citizen conferences in 1955 to Andy the four topics so far 
considered under the program. Thee* are: “Tbs American Ci then's 
Stake in the Progress of Lem Developed Anas of tfie World," "The 
N ational Interest and Foreign Languages,* 1 “'The A w »y ' ^ n ^ Intfr- 
nationai Traveler and Hog,” and “Our Moral and Spiritual Bmooieas 
for International Cooperation.” Background papers and documenta- 
tion for these topics are provided for by the U.8. National O cankios 
for UNESCO. The recommendations of the study conferences aid 
the Commission in its capacity as an advisory body to tiU United 
States Government. - . . 

The Fifth National Conference of the U. S. National Commhsion 
for UNESCO, which convened in Cincinnati in November 1955, drew 
a large number of educators and other* interested in UNESCO*® 
worldwide activities. ‘Persons from various parte of tike United 
States and several foreign countries attended the iwrinmV the Con- 
ference which wen addressed by authorities in tbs cab 

tunU, educational, and acieatihc field*. Publication* put out by the 
U. N. and the serialised agsnriss m well as pertinent nwtnrfili issued 
by nongovernmental organisations and pictures o i UNESCO and 
U. N. activities were on display. There were thawings of films, film , 
strips, and puppets, and opportunities wsra provided to Ms* to 
recordings. In abort, a wide variety of materials suitable tor tee in 
schools and colleges in teaching about the U. N. or for u» in voluntary 
organisations interested in the work of ths U. N. were brought to the 
Attention of those attending the mee ting s, and through ftm were 
destined to reat^ a ter krgrr audk^T^ 

Both ths A ss ociation for the United Nations mid the Foreign Policy 
Association do s great dial nationwide as weO as locally. Besides 
awwwing numerous requests for information on ths U. N^ the AAUN, 
thrma^ its AAVlf ^s* as, keeps members informed of reoent U. N. 
developtnaite and the work of the U. N. itself. At $00 eotkges 

“• *® fase ^ 1 m ttwOi for 

the United Nation* Each « 

tote is held in New York CSty. Inim.4§ 

Becentiy the AAUN ssteUnbed a 

m members is tuhs pstts of ths sous toy. Ths 

* 







o 

ERIC 


-- 


38 


TEACHEfO ABOUT THB CHITS© NATIONS 


cpontiy regularly broadcast “United Nation Radio Review* or om 
of the other specie] programs prepend by the U. K. Bedio SteJ 

Thneprograme often feet an transcription, of rob*, of puticipiiS 
in U. N. meetings. ^ 

In eddition to the oorarage of U. N. new, by the <Uib 

the cities, town*, end rilUgw, end the weekly pepen df nenely 

00 0fl - i*— «vd -tieli 

In ^ ®dtt»twoaE saeatiflc, and cultural journaUthe 

> mifaainea provide no small number of articles, human 

interest stones, and new* i tem* 

y One magaime, with a paid circulation of 11 million, carried a -ate- 
^nt by the Uniud SUU. IUpm»utin to 

whidl * 00 * into erne ♦ million homes, 
med e AeP .y, the subject of one of it. raguUr photo qui, 

LT "S ? 0 "** ****** to the U.SkOonmiSkee 
for to. United hstiooa for distribution. A tnrel aucuine derate 

' “^^"^ItotheU.N. Examples oould be multiplied menyf^Lbitt 

before^ p ‘t°bUc”“ ** "»■'—»* » P-W»« UJu. N. 

Facts and Figures 

A few factual illustrations of the growing awareness of the mm. 
niAsaw^ ^of the U. N. are found in the followiag figures which sbow the 
^a*m 1W over the figures few 1*58 ^ 

la US, m soranton apprWMed a State or Territorial asan ft* 
atcmarattoB of U. N. Day ; ta Its Chore were 12 . is use, there were 

obewwaaeao of mm kiad ta 10,000 -rmuunlrii - ’TTU .a 
wereSOM. — re m*m mrenreettlw; la U three 

ffoonorta fer Muratme tAtiwnd to the D. 8 . Ooeeittw far ^ rfnee .,,-1 

» t® 4l r Q00 fttHS A g# flUl to ea — * . _ 

the iota aealrerrery w ****** Japan 
U. If. Day ta October 19GB, tha 


* - 4 1 1 ■ - » 

So^yOOednoetonTkitwlth.TT^«w^ im , hM ^ ln|[t<(|Ut . 

tune of the ennnel etwrmtion of the lfeetnl.1 wa— n- a— - j.H-n 

eertyi the nwser «f IMi. Aoocrdia* to 

will nw ttp ‘ -1^ gg|| - 

750,000 vjaitor* took a toe of &* u” H. 
thsaa, onrmOQO aa saA- a# § 
tours and boaEogSe That toe 
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The preceding report has been based mainly on information gfem 
in replies to the following letter : 

DarARTittirr or HaAi/rn, Euxtcatiok, ajto Welt 
orrum or *dccatioj» 

WASHIHOTOK *», 0. C. 

t the 0*o» °f Education prepared for tbs United States 

National Comm union for UNESCO a report. on Trar^t’nj About the 
United Nations m the School* and College* of the United States. The 
Secretary General of the United Nations ,£** agaln_reqe«ted the 
United Statee to compile such a report ami your cooperation m in- 
nted to help maim it aa complete aa possible. Information on the 
following general topics will be of particular interest: 

1. Especially effective method*, terimiq — , and experiences in 
t eac h in g about the United Natione (its purpoaea, orpiiteam, 
and fanctUM) and the Specialised Agitnrfos. 

2. Programs and special activities related to the United Na- 

tions (such aa the American Association for the United Nattoos 
temj contest, the United Nations eeasy mutate, United 

Nations assemblies, tee,). 

i. TTie usefulness of U. N. and UNESCO materials and sug- 
gnstiom far their improvement 

4. SueceasM experiences ( in courses, informal scdvitim, extra- 
curricular activities) in cultivating international 

§. Materials found to be particularly useful in building inter- 
national understanding. 

& Descriptions of community and adult progrxma. 

It k, of course, not expected that ell the listed jtmm would ha 
treated by any one person or organisation. The topics axe given 
°n)j as a guide to the kind of information tha» will be most me fill 
It would be appreciated if the mi ferial were to reach tbs Office of 
Education by November lft, lftftft. 

Sincerely yours, 


Amgiiiamt 


Oommtieianer far 


Ouwm J. Caldwal, 




